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HAZARD WARNING: Never inject blood into the tube from needle and syringe. ALWAYS LABEL TUBES LEGIBLY - SURNAME, GIVEN NAME, DATE AND TIME OF COLLECTION, DATE OF BIRTH AND/OR UR NUMBER. DO NOT TRANSFER BLOOD FROM TUBE TO TUBE TO PREVENT 
CONTAMINATION OF ADDITI VES. FOR ANY OTHER TESTS PLEASE CONTACT LABORATORY.

PREANALYTICAL SYSTEMS TUBE GUIDE  
Including Recommended Order Of Draw

Hemogard™ Closure, Specimen Volume & 
Dorevitch Pathology Catalogue Number

DETERMINATIONS INSTRUCTIONS
Tube Content

*
1

Sodium
Citrate

1:9

COAGULATION: Prothrombin time, INR, Coagulation studies, APTT, D-Dimers, Fibrinogen, Anti-Xa, 
Factor assays, Thrombophilia screen, Platelet function test.

Citrate tubes must be full draw volume. 
Draw must be a clean venepuncture.

*
1 ACD HLA: Tissue typing / antibodies / screen. Note: ACD tubes are recommended to be 

full draw volume.

*
2

SST™ II
Gel

BIOCHEMISTRY: Alcohol, Alk Phos, Amylase, B12, BHCG, Calcium, Cardiac Enzymes, Creatinine, CRP, 
Folate, Glucose (fasting & random), Hormones (LH, FSH, Progesterone, Prolactin, Testosterone, etc), 
Homocysteine, Iron Studies, LFT, Lipids (Chol/Trigs/HDL), Phosphate, Protein electrophoresis, PSA, 
RAST, Rheumatoid Factor, Urate, Uric acid,  TFT, Troponin, U&E, Therapeutic Drug Levels, e.g. digoxin, 
anti-convulsants.

VIRAL SEROLOGY: ASOT, Barmah Forest, Brucella, CMV, EBV, Helicobacter Pylori, Hepatitis A, B, 
C, HIV, Herpes, HTLV, Measles, Mumps, Mycoplasma, Parvovirus, Ross River Virus, Rubella, Syphilis, 
Toxoplasmosis, Varicella.

AUTOIMMUNE SEROLOGY: ANA, ANCA, ANS (Cardiolipin),CCP, ds DNA, ENA, Tissue Autoantibodies, 
Coeliac Antibodies.

Refer to 5ml PPT™ tube for: Hep B & C PCR, 
viral load and genotyping and HIV viral 
load.

Please use Fluoride Oxalate for GTT;  
*SST™ II for Glucose (fasting & random) is 
only for ACCs with a centrifuge.

Note: SST™ II tubes are recommended to 
be full draw volume.

*
2 Plain

HAEMATOLOGY: IM, Monospot.
BIOCHEMISTRY: Clozapine (Red-top preferred, purple-top EDTA acceptable), Therapeutic Drug 
concentrations including Clozapine, Tricyclic antidepressants, e.g. Risperidone, Rivotril, Sinequan, 
Tofranil, Trimipramine (refer to manual for others).

DO NOT use for blood bank samples.
Please refer 6ml EDTA blood bank
section below.

*
3

Lithium
Heparin

BIOCHEMISTRY: Carboxy-Hb, Carboxyhaemoglobin (for carbon monoxide), Cholinesterase 
(Suxamethonium apnoea and organophosphate exposure), Methaemoglobin, Organochlorines, cell 
Magnesium. 
FLOW CYTOMETRY: Lymphocyte Surface Markers, T&B Cells, T4/T8 ratio. (Collect also EDTA).

Note: Heparin tubes are recommended to 
be full draw volume.

*
3

PST™ II
Gel FOR TROPONIN I ONLY Note:  PST™ II tubes are recommended to 

be full draw volume.

*
4 K2EDTA

HAEMATOLOGY: F.B.E./F.B.C., Hb, WCC, Diff, Platelets, Hb electrophoresis (also collect SST), ESR, 
monospot, IM test, G6PD. Lymphocyte Surface Markers, T&B Cells, T4/T8 ratio (Collect also Lithium 
Heparin).

BIOCHEMISTRY: Ammonia, HbA1c, Parathyroid hormone (PTH) Immunosuppressive drug levels e.g. 
Cyclosporin, Tacrolimus

 
 

*
4 K2EDTA

BLOOD BANK: Blood group, Rh antibodies, Crossmatch, Hold serum,  
Group & Hold.

DO NOT use these tubes for Haematology (eg FBE) or Biochemistry tests (eg HbA1C). Use only for 
Blood Bank tests.

2 tubes required for Crossmatch/Group 
& Save.

Note:  Please label tubes in handwriting. 
All tubes MUST carry the signature or 
initials of the person collecting the sample 
to comply with ANZSBT guidelines.

*
4 K2EDTA TRACE ELEMENTS: Aluminum, Arsenic, Cadmium, Chromium, Cobalt, Copper, Lead, Mercury, 

Molybdenum, Nickel, RBC Copper, RBC Manganese, RBC Zinc, Selenium, Manganese, Zinc.
Note:  Trace element tubes are 
recommended to be full draw volume.

*
4 PPTTM K2EDTA VIRAL TESTING: Hep B & C PCR, viral load and genotyping, Note: EDTA tubes are recommended to be 

full draw volume.

*
4 K2EDTA MOLECULAR TESTING: Haemachromatosis, Factor V Leiden, HLAB27, HIV viral load, Genetic testing for 

Coeliac disease.
Note: EDTA tubes are recommended to be 
full draw volume.

*
5

Fluoride
Oxalate BIOCHEMISTRY: GTT, Lactate, Lactose Tolerance. Note: Fluoride Oxalate tubes are 

recommended to be full draw volume.

*
6 ESR HAEMATOLOGY: ESR (Regional and Peninsula Labs). Note: ESR tubes must be full draw volume.

Bacteria & Yeasts Features   Swab description    Instructions

G
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MC&S
(Microscopy, culture and
sensitivity testing)

Bacteria including fastidious 
organisms such as
N. gonorrhoeae and 
anaerobes
Yeasts

Regular Tip
General
Any site

Cat. Code 682309

Blue top Contains 1 plastic swab stick.
Use swab attached to blue lid to sample infected area for culture.
Place swab into culture tube.

NB: Not suitable for NAAT testing (PCR).
Gel

Bacteria

Mini Tip

Urethra

Cat. Code 601362

Orange top Contains 1 wire unisex mini tipped swab for urethral sampling.
Gently insert swab into lower end of urethra.
Rotate swab then place into culture tube.

NB: Not suitable for NAAT testing (PCR).
Gel

Bacteria

Viruses, Pertussis Features   Swab description    Instructions

D
ry

 V
ir

al

PCR
(Polymerase Chain Reaction)
Herpes Multiplex PCR (HSV 1 
& 2, VZV), Influenza A&B, RSV 
Other respiratory viruses 
Adenovirus, Bordetella, 
Enterovirus, Legionella, 
Mycoplasma, Chlamydia, 
Syphilis

Regular Tip

General

Cat. Code 684738

Red top Contains 1 flocked dry swab.
Collect as much material as possible.
For vesicular lesions: break vesicle and scrape base of lesion with 
swab.
If dry lesion: wet swab with sterile water or saline.
Respiratory viruses: nasal swab is better than throat.
NB: Not suitable for bacterial culture.

Dry
Viral

Mini Tip
(flexible)

Naso-
pharyngeal

Cat. Code 684739

Orange top Contains 1 flexible dry flocked swab.
Insert swab into nose and slide along floor of the nasal cavity 
approx the length of the patients index finger.
Columnar epithelial cells (nasopharyngeal) required for
B. pertussis diagnosis.
NB: Not suitable for bacterial culture.

Dry
Viral

C. trachomatis &  
N. gonorrhoeae

Features   Swab description    Instructions

Aptima®
Mini Tip
Genital
(Unisex)

Cat. Code 678715

Contains 1 white swab, 1 blue swab and 1 tube containing buffer.
Use white swab to clean cervix if required and discard.
Take specimen with blue swab (cervix or urethra).
Place blue swab into buffer as soon as possible.
Break at the scored point.
Do not pierce foil top.

APTIMA®  NAAT (”PCR”)
(Nucleic acid amplification
testing).

NB: Not suitable for 
bacterial culture.

Aptima®
Regular Tip

Self collect
Vaginal swab

Cat. Code 684737

Contains 1 pink swab and 1 tube containing buffer.
Instruct patient to insert swab into her vagina.
Place pink swab into buffer as soon as is practicable.
Break at the scored point.
Do not pierce foil top.

Aptima®
Urine

Cat. Code 678714

Contains 1 buffered tube, 1 pipette.
Patient to collect first part of urine stream (20ml) into yellow
topped container.
Transfer 2ml into buffered tube as soon as possible and within 
24 hours.
Do not pierce foil top.

Unisex STI Pack Features   Swab description    Instructions
MC&S
(Microscopy, culture and
sensitivity testing).

Bacteria
N. gonorrhoeae
Yeasts

APTIMA®  NAAT (”PCR”)
(Nucleic acid amplification 
testing).
N. gonorrhoeae 
C. trachomatis

Mini Tip

Genital

Cat. Code 684741

Pack contains Aptima® mini tip genital pack 
     AND

1 mini tip urethra (orange top) swab and 1 slide.

Use white swab from Aptima® kit to clean cervix if required and 
discard swab.
Use Aptima® blue swab to swab cervix or urethra as required.
Place blue swab into white capped tube with buffered solution 
and label.
Use orange topped swab to sample area for culture.
Place into culture tube.
Send air dried slide and both swabs to the lab.

SWAB GUIDE
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Please collect a separate tube for PTH.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH CLSI GUIDELINES (DOCUMENT H3-A4), BLOOD CULTURE BOTTLES ARE TO BE COLLECTED FIRST IN ORDER OF DRAW (BEFORE ANY BLOOD TUBES)


